
PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW ONLY 

ONLY 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

RESELL 

RESELL PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

ALL 
ALL 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

RESERVED



THE FIFTH STRAIN
by Brady Moore

Copyright © 2022 by Brady Moore

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are 
the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any 
resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living or dead, is 

coincidental.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 

brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint
Lancaster, California USA

www.CayellePublishing.com

Cay lle  is a re istered trademar  o  Cay lle Cor oration

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 
contact  Freadom@Cayelle.com

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy
Printed in the United States of America

Cover Art by Carlos Quevedo
Textures by Sascha Duensing

Clairvoyants Character art illustrated by Wasi Ahmed
Interior Design & Typesetting by Ampersand Bookery

Edited by Dr. Mehkala Spencer
ISBN: 978-1-952404-40-5 [paperback]

ISBN: 978-1-952404-41-2 [ebook]

Library of Congress Control Number 2021932302

PREVIEW 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, PREVIEW 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 

PREVIEW 

distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 

PREVIEW 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 

PREVIEW 

without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 
brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 

PREVIEW 

brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

PREVIEW 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

PREVIEW 
For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint

PREVIEW Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint
 U

PREVIEW  USA

PREVIEW SA
www.CayellePublishing.com

PREVIEW www.CayellePublishing.comONLY 
emar  o  Cay lle Cor oration

ONLY 
emar  o  Cay lle Cor oration

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

ONLY 
Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

DOWNLOAD 

the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any DOWNLOAD 

the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any 
resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living oDOWNLOAD 

resemblance to actual events, locales, or persons, living o

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 

DOWNLOAD 

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 

DOWNLOAD 

distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including 
photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 

DOWNLOAD 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 

DOWNLOAD 

without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 
brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 

DOWNLOAD 

brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

DOWNLOAD 

noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

DOWNLOAD 
For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint

DOWNLOAD Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint
Lancaster,

DOWNLOAD Lancaster, C

DOWNLOAD  California

DOWNLOAD alifornia
www.CayellePublishing.com

DOWNLOAD www.CayellePublishing.comPROHIBITED 

www.CayellePublishing.comPROHIBITED 

www.CayellePublishing.com

emar  o  Cay lle Cor oration

PROHIBITED 

emar  o  Cay lle Cor oration

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

PROHIBITED 

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 
readom@Cayelle.com

PROHIBITED 

readom@Cayelle.com

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy

PROHIBITED 

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy
Printed in the United States of America

PROHIBITED 

Printed in the United States of America

RESELL 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, RESELL 

photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, 
without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 

RESELL 

without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of 
brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 

RESELL 

brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other 
noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

RESELL 

noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.

For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

RESELL 
For permission requests, contact the publisher below:

Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint

RESELL 
Cayélle Publishing/Surge Teen Imprint

Lancaster,

RESELL Lancaster,
www.CayellePublishing.com

RESELL www.CayellePublishing.comPROHIBITED 

www.CayellePublishing.comPROHIBITED 

www.CayellePublishing.com

istered trad
PROHIBITED 

istered trad

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

PROHIBITED 

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 
readom@Cayelle.com

PROHIBITED 

readom@Cayelle.com

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy

PROHIBITED 

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy
Printed in the United States of America

PROHIBITED 

Printed in the United States of America

Cover Art by Carlos Quevedo

PROHIBITED 

Cover Art by Carlos Quevedo
Textures by Sascha Duensing

PROHIBITED 
Textures by Sascha Duensing

Clairvoyants Character art illustrated by Wasi Ahmed

PROHIBITED 
Clairvoyants Character art illustrated by Wasi Ahmed
Interior Design & Typesetting by Ampersand Bookery

PROHIBITED 
Interior Design & Typesetting by Ampersand Bookery

ALL RIGHTS 
Cay lle  is a

RIGHTS 
Cay lle  is a

Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

RIGHTS 
Orders by U.S. trade bookstores, book clubs, and wholesalers, please 

contact

RIGHTS contact

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy

RIGHTS Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. FantasyRESERVED

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. FantasyRESERVED

Categories: 1. Young Adult 2. Science Fiction 3. Fantasy
Printed in the United States of America

RESERVED

Printed in the United States of America

Cover Art by Carlos Quevedo

RESERVED

Cover Art by Carlos Quevedo
Textures by Sascha Duensing

RESERVED

Textures by Sascha Duensing
Clairvoyants Character art illustrated by Wasi Ahmed

RESERVED

Clairvoyants Character art illustrated by Wasi Ahmed
Interior Design & Typesetting by Ampersand Bookery

RESERVED
Interior Design & Typesetting by Ampersand Bookery

Edited by Dr. Mehkala Spencer

RESERVED
Edited by Dr. Mehkala Spencer

ISBN: 978-1-952404-40-5 [paperback]

RESERVED
ISBN: 978-1-952404-40-5 [paperback]

ISBN: 978-1-952404-41-2 [ebook]

RESERVED
ISBN: 978-1-952404-41-2 [ebook]

RESERVED

RESERVEDLibrary of Congress Control Number 2021932302

RESERVEDLibrary of Congress Control Number 2021932302



THE
FIFTH

STRAIN

PREVIEW 
THE
PREVIEW 
THE

FIFTH

PREVIEW FIFTHONLY 
FIFTHONLY 
FIFTH

AIN
ONLY AIN

DOWNLOAD 

THE
DOWNLOAD 

THE
FIFTH

DOWNLOAD FIFTHPROHIBITED 

FIFTHPROHIBITED 

FIFTHPROHIBITED 
AIN
PROHIBITED 
AIN

RESELL FIFTH
RESELL FIFTHPROHIBITED 

FIFTHPROHIBITED 

FIFTH
R
PROHIBITED 
R
PROHIBITED 

AIN
PROHIBITED 

AIN

ALL RIGHTS 
FIFTH

RIGHTS 
FIFTH

ST

RIGHTS STRESERVED

STRESERVED

STRRESERVED

RAINRESERVED

AIN



PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW 

PREVIEW ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

ONLY 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD 

DOWNLOAD PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL 

RESELL PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

ALL 
ALL 
ALL RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS 

RIGHTS RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED



t h e  f i f t h  s t r a i n2

sure no one can see me when my sneakers gracefully 
slide against the dirt.

I emerge from the forest and take in the site of my 
old high school. Everything is the same, with the excep-
tion of the construction equipment being used to build 
a new gymnasium. I don’t stare at it too long. I don’t 
want too many bad memories to come fl ooding back, 
so I quickly rush toward the football fi eld I’d never 
made time to visit when I was a student here.

I make sure not to approach through the main 
entrance where a cluster of security guards in gold 
jackets are waiting. Instead, I divert to a side gate 
shrouded by a patch of unkept shrubbery. From the 
looks of the hefty layers of rust, it’s an entrance that 
hasn’t been used in years. The gate has been latched 
shut with thick metal chains and a padded lock, but it 
only takes the fl ick of my wrist for the chains to snap 
in two, like I’ve sliced through them with the world’s 
sharpest blade.

Towering bright lights bathe the stage that has been 
set up in the middle of the football fi eld. I quickly 
make my way behind the seated crowd before anyone 
can notice my arrival. I feel the rumble of the crowd’s 
applause the moment I have taken position beneath 
the bleachers. The Valedictorian has just fi nished her 
farewell speech to the senior class I was once a part of. 
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b r a d y  m o o r e 3

For whatever reason, the raucous ovation just causes 
me to pull my black hood closer over the nappy curls 
of my scalp as if someone might actually be glaring 
in my direction.

When the cheers settle to a simmer, a man wearing 
a dark blazer with brown elbow pads steps to the 
podium. A light smile fi lls my newly whiskered face 
once I recognize him as my old Sociology teacher, Mr. 
Keenan. He adjusts the thick bifocals above his nose 
the same way he did before he screwed up my name 
on my fi rst day at Tyler High.

‘Ree-on Grean?’ I remember him saying.
‘It’s pronounced just like Ryan,’ I replied with an 

annoyed grunt.
The entire senior class stands to their feet, their 

navy-blue gowns drifting with the warm breeze. I can’t 
help but wish I was among them. I can’t help but wish 
Mr. Keenan would call out my name … correctly this 
time … as he hands me a sheet of tan cardstock with 
Rion James Grean imprinted on it in bold letters. I 
can’t help but wish I could hear my mother embarrass-
ing me by shouting at the top of her lungs, with tears 
in her eyes as I walk across that stage.

With each name that calmly fl ows from Mr. Keenan’s 
lips, my hapless gaze drifts further away. My dark 
brown glare comes to rest at the rows of parked cars 
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and trees to my left. The last house Mom and I lived 
in together is just a few miles away. I’d foolishly spent 
the entire morning there. Pacing through every empty 
room, running my hands across the furniture as if each 
speck of collected dust might magically help conjure a 
welcomed memory. The smile on Mom’s face when she 
dozed o¾  on my shoulder in the middle of us watch-
ing The Breakfast Club is still fresh in my mind. If I’d 
known then that it would be our last night of bliss-
ful happiness together, I would’ve held her tighter and 
fallen asleep with her on the couch. If I’d known that 
after that night, everything would change, I would’ve 
cherished every second.

But in many ways, that night was a mirage the way 
our entire lives had been. The love we share as single 
mother and son has never wavered, but the secrets we 
both tried to keep have forced us apart. My gift forced 
us apart.

So now, here I am, wearing a hooded sweatshirt in 
the early summer heat to conceal my identity while 
watching my classmates graduate without me. Here I 
am, reminding myself that my mother is still missing. 
Here I am, rea¿  rming that I was never a normal 
human. I am a Clairvoyant. I am a Kinetic.

I used to think that being able to move things with 
my mind was awesome. I’d spend my after-school hours 
casually levitating knick-knacks and furniture, like my 
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powers made me no di¾ erent than a musical prodigy or 
a talented painter. But that was before they came for us.

The Psionic Research and Intervention Initiative … 
also known as Psyriin. That name makes my stomach 
churn. ‘Research and Intervention’ is hardly a way to 
describe a militaristic force hunting down my kind. 
Even as I stand beneath the bleachers with no one 
around, I can feel their presence hovering over me like 
a storm cloud. I had crashed and escaped the Charon, 
their seemingly indestructible prison aircraft. I had 
faced their toughest General and survived. Psyriin has 
been dormant for just over six months. And yet... I 
still feel as uneasy as the fi rst day I saw their tank-bus 
chasing us down on our way to a new home in South 
Dakota.

I restlessly glance down at the dots gracing the cocoa 
brown skin of my left wrist to form the constellation 
‘Orion’. Every Clairvoyant has a mark, but I’m the only 
one who received their tattoo as a symbol of accep-
tance. For the others, Psyriin had embedded their 
skin like they were cattle. But like true warriors, they 
embraced their painful past. They used their constel-
lation markings to give themselves names to replace 
the ones that had been stolen from their memories.

A deep sigh spurts from my jaws as my new Clair-
voyant family comes to mind. I know Pavo is disap-
pointed and I can already imagine Leo preparing to 
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scold me for leaving our secluded safe house without 
notice. Ara will try to calm them both whenever I 
return. Aries will probably just laugh and instigate 
while Lyra nuzzles her furry feline head against my leg 
like she wants to let me know she has my back.

I know that being back here is as dangerous as a 
mouse wandering into a lion’s den. After all, Psyriin 
has already claimed the life of at least one Clairvoyant. 
A deep twinge trickles down my spine when I think 
of Auriga dying, while the fi ve of us helplessly looked 
on in sorrow.

I wish I could make them understand, but I know 
I can’t. Unlike the other Clairvoyants, I didn’t escape 
from a lab nearly nineteen years ago with no memo-
ries of my past. I had the taste of a somewhat normal 
life. I grew up with Dr. Diana Grean … a nurtur-
ing mother, who despite her fl aws and our constant 
moving, always did her best to make me feel pro-
tected and loved. Somehow, despite my melancholy 
upbringing, I even managed to forge a friendship with 
a non-Clairvoyant.

“Danielle Young!” Mr. Keenan calls out.
I instantly shake from my clouded stupor and push 

my shoulder from the bleachers to stand fi rmly. My 
eyes dart toward the stage. A smirk spreads across 
my robust lips that have been chapped after hours of 
fl ying through the air.
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There she is. My best friend. It’s as if the rest of the 
world has faded and the light posts that tower over the 
football stadium are now a shimmering spotlight for 
no one else but her.

‘Dee’. That’s what she liked to be called by her 
friends. That’s what she told me to call her after she’d 
gone out of her way to join my stubborn, lonely ass at 
the lunch table. As I watch her short legs trot onto the 
stage, I can’t help but bask in how adorable she looks. 
Her braided hair has been coiled into two balls that 
sit atop her head like cat ears with not a single strand 
out of place. Her dark brown skin looks as exuberant 
as melted chocolate. Those massive brown eyes are as 
stunning as full moons in a clear sky.

As she shakes Mr. Keenan’s hand and smiles into the 
bleachers, I hear her parents gently applauding from 
above me. Part of me wants to join in the ovation, but 
my palms stop inches before their fi rst collision. My 
smile fades and my chest begins to sink as if my heart 
has fallen into a pit. When she leaves the stage, I am 
once again reminded that I don’t belong here. I am once 
again reminded that my best friend … the fi rst real 
friend I ever had … doesn’t even remember who I am.

I turn and trudge away before the fi nal names can 
be called. The last thing I want to see is every student 
tossing their caps into the air in celebration. I lurk at 
the edge of the parking lot until Dee emerges. I watch 
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her happily chat with the other Tyler High misfi ts 
that she’d desperately tried to get me to befriend. I 
can’t hear them, but I don’t have to be a mind reader 
like Leo to know what their conversations are about. 
Fond memories of the school year … aspirations for 
college … shared anecdotes about the funniest social 
media memes … all the things I never got to experi-
ence with my peers.

I can’t blame anyone but myself for what happened. 
I was the one who let that stupid fl ash drive diminish 
my friendship with Dee. Every time I think about that 
damn device, my frustration grows. If I hadn’t given 
it to her, I wouldn’t have brought the Clairvoyant war 
with Psyriin to Tyler High, forcing Leo to erase every-
one’s memories of my existence and the skirmish that 
wrecked the campus.

But how was I supposed to know that my mother’s 
seemingly empty fl ash drive contained encrypted fi les 
about the Clairvoyants? How was I to know that my 
mother was not a freelance researcher like she’d led 
me to believe? She should’ve told me that she was the 
last surviving scientist in the very lab that created the 
four strains of Clairvoyants.

My head shakes. Four strains. There were only sup-
posed to be four, with three members each that escaped 
that terrifying lab together. Kinetics like Aries. Readers 
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like Leo. Prophets like Pavo. Aurals like Ara and poor 
little Lyra. It was already mind boggling enough for 
me to be the thirteenth Clairvoyant and the fourth 
Kinetic. But now … with the encrypted contents of the 
fl ash drive exposed to us by Leo … we now know that 
there is a fi fth strain. There is another trio of Clairvoy-
ants out there that only my mother knows about. She’s 
strategically kept this fi fth strain secret along with the 
knowledge of the father I’d never known.

I’m constantly trying to keep my frustration from 
turning to anger, but, how can I? I haven’t seen my 
mother in almost nine months. Has she searched for 
me? Does she know I’ve found a safe haven with some 
of the very Clairvoyants she’d refused to tell me about? 
Or was the fi fth strain her number one priority all 
along?

How much of this violence could’ve been avoided 
if she’d just been honest with me? Maybe … if she’d 
revealed the truth … we could’ve found and joined 
Pavo. Together, we could’ve rescued Auriga from the 
Charon, instead of him using his prophetic powers to 
sacrifi ce himself so that I could crash it. Maybe we 
could’ve even united with the Predators instead of fi ght-
ing against them.

The thought of the Predators makes my chest ache. 
I can still see the bus lot and the remnants of the old 
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gym in the corner of my eye. I’ve tried my hardest not 
to think about them since the moment I stepped foot 
on this campus, but now the memory is as loud as 
a foghorn in my head. The Kinetics, Perseus, Aquila 
and the reader Lupus, were determined to rescue their 
mentor Auriga from the Charon … so determined that 
they were willing to trade me in to Psyriin, even after 
they’d embraced me as one of their own.

Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 
the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 
stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 
Psyriin prisoners.

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 
building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-
ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 
Felix Bard, Psyriin’s vicious leader.

“Rion?”
I recognize the mousy tone as soon as I hear it, but 

I tell myself that it’s only a fi gment of my imagination. 
My head jolts downward and a confused gnarl encap-

PREVIEW 

mentor Auriga from the Charon … so determined that PREVIEW 

mentor Auriga from the Charon … so determined that 
they were willing to trade me in to Psyriin, even after PREVIEW 

they were willing to trade me in to Psyriin, even after 
they’d embraced me as one of their own.

PREVIEW 

they’d embraced me as one of their own.
Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 

PREVIEW 

Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 
the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 

PREVIEW 
the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 

PREVIEW 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 

PREVIEW The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 
stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 

PREVIEW stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape ONLY 

stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape ONLY 

stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are ONLY 

is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 

ONLY 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

ONLY 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 

ONLY 
I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 

DOWNLOAD 

and the reader Lupus, were determined to rescue their DOWNLOAD 

and the reader Lupus, were determined to rescue their 
mentor Auriga from the Charon … so determined that 

DOWNLOAD 

mentor Auriga from the Charon … so determined that 
they were willing to trade me in to Psyriin, even after 

DOWNLOAD 

they were willing to trade me in to Psyriin, even after 
they’d embraced me as one of their own.

DOWNLOAD 

they’d embraced me as one of their own.
Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 

DOWNLOAD 

Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 
the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 

DOWNLOAD 

the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 

DOWNLOAD 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 

DOWNLOAD 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 
stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 

DOWNLOAD stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 

DOWNLOAD 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are PROHIBITED 

stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape PROHIBITED 

stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are PROHIBITED 

is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 

PROHIBITED 

somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

PROHIBITED 

way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 

PROHIBITED 

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 
building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 

PROHIBITED 

building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-

PROHIBITED 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-
ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 

PROHIBITED 
ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 

RESELL 

they’d embraced me as one of their own.RESELL 

they’d embraced me as one of their own.
Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 

RESELL 

Aries was the only Predator who stood by me. It took 
the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 

RESELL 

the death of Auriga and the rest of us fi ghting against 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 

RESELL 
the Predators for them to see the error of their ways. 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 

RESELL 
The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 
stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 

RESELL stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 

RESELL is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are PROHIBITED 

is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are PROHIBITED 

is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 

PROHIBITED 

somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

PROHIBITED 

way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 

PROHIBITED 

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 
building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 

PROHIBITED 

building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-

PROHIBITED 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-

PROHIBITED 
ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 

PROHIBITED 
ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 

ALL RIGHTS 

The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to RIGHTS 

The sinking feeling of Perseus and Aquila deciding to 
stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 

RIGHTS 

stay behind and fi ght Psyriin so that we could escape 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 

RIGHTS 
is still fresh like an open wound. I hope that they are 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 

RIGHTS 
somewhere safe. I tell myself that they fought their 
way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 

RIGHTS way out, but deep down, I’m sure that they are now 
Psyriin prisoners.

RIGHTS Psyriin prisoners.RESERVED

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main RESERVED

I look upward to the rooftop of the school’s main 
building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 

RESERVED

building. It’s eerie being here again. This is where I 
defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-

RESERVED

defeated Perseus, perhaps the strongest of all the Kinet-

RESERVED

ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 

RESERVED

ics. This is where we left the Predators at the mercy of 
Felix Bard, Psyriin’s vicious leader.

RESERVED
Felix Bard, Psyriin’s vicious leader.

I recognize the mousy tone as soon as I hear it, but 

RESERVEDI recognize the mousy tone as soon as I hear it, but 
I tell myself that it’s only a fi gment of my imagination. 

RESERVED
I tell myself that it’s only a fi gment of my imagination. 



b r a d y  m o o r e 11

sulates my brow. I am not mistaken. This is real. Dee 
is slowly walking toward me.

My eyes widen like saucers. My entire body seems 
frozen still and my heart starts to thump, as she stops 
inches from me with a keen smirk.

“Are you Rion Grean?”
My lips part but the only thing that skirts from them 

is a light whimper. Somehow, she recognizes me, but 
that can’t be possible? I’d watched Leo erase every 
memory we’d ever shared including our fi rst kiss.

“D… Dee?”
Her head jolts back and her lips curl. She glances 

around as if she’s more confused than I am. We stand 
in silence for what feels like an eternity, both waiting 
for the other to explain.

“Your name is Danielle, right?” I fi nally utter to 
break the nervous tension.

She doesn’t respond. Instead, she quickly grabs my 
arm and pulls me away. I don’t fi ght her grasp. I let her 
pull me around the corner until we are hidden from 
everyone in the parking lot.

“Listen,” she whispers while skimming the other 
side of the wall to make sure no one is eavesdropping. 
“This might sound crazy … but I’ve been waiting for 
you for a long time.”

I can feel my heart drumming a rapid beat. My 
mouth is dry like I haven’t had a drink in days. There 
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are so many questions swimming in my mind that I 
don’t know which one to ask. Dee’s bulbous pupils 
seem to be scanning my glare like she’s a Reader 
searching my thoughts for a secret.

“I follow the night sky,” she murmurs as if I should 
know what she’s talking about. When I remain silently 
baÊ  ed, she shoves me closer toward the coarse brick 
wall.

“Look … I know that something happened at this 
school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 
attack this lame ass town.”

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 
gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.

“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 
told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”

Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 
on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 
arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 
palm. My awestricken gawk has fi nally subsided into 
a thick grimace. I unfurl the piece of paper to see a 
pair of handwritten numbers separated by a tiny dash. 
I might as well be looking at a foreign language. The 

PREVIEW 

know what she’s talking about. When I remain silently PREVIEW 

know what she’s talking about. When I remain silently 
baÊ  ed, she shoves me closer toward the coarse brick PREVIEW 

baÊ  ed, she shoves me closer toward the coarse brick 

“Look … I know that something happened at this 

PREVIEW 

“Look … I know that something happened at this 
school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 

PREVIEW 
school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 

PREVIEW 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 

PREVIEW My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed ONLY 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed ONLY 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold ONLY 

look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-

ONLY 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 

ONLY 
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 

“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 

ONLY 
“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 

DOWNLOAD 

“I follow the night sky,” she murmurs as if I should DOWNLOAD 

“I follow the night sky,” she murmurs as if I should 
know what she’s talking about. When I remain silently 

DOWNLOAD 

know what she’s talking about. When I remain silently 
baÊ  ed, she shoves me closer toward the coarse brick 

DOWNLOAD 

baÊ  ed, she shoves me closer toward the coarse brick 
wall.

DOWNLOAD 

wall.
“Look … I know that something happened at this 

DOWNLOAD 

“Look … I know that something happened at this 
school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 

DOWNLOAD 

school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 

DOWNLOAD 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 
attack this lame ass town.”

DOWNLOAD 
attack this lame ass town.”

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 

DOWNLOAD My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 

DOWNLOAD 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold PROHIBITED 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed PROHIBITED 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold PROHIBITED 

look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-

PROHIBITED 

on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 

PROHIBITED 

ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 
gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.

PROHIBITED 

gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.
“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 

PROHIBITED 

“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 
told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”

PROHIBITED 

told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”
Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

PROHIBITED 
Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 

PROHIBITED 
on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 
arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 

PROHIBITED arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 

RESELL 

wall.RESELL 

wall.
“Look … I know that something happened at this 

RESELL 

“Look … I know that something happened at this 
school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 

RESELL 

school last semester and it wasn’t some terrorist attack 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 

RESELL 
like everyone thinks. I mean, why would someone 
attack this lame ass town.”

RESELL 
attack this lame ass town.”

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 

RESELL My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 

RESELL look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold PROHIBITED 

look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold PROHIBITED 

look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-

PROHIBITED 

on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 

PROHIBITED 

ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 
gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.

PROHIBITED 

gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.
“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 

PROHIBITED 

“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 
told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”

PROHIBITED 

told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”
Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

PROHIBITED 
Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

PROHIBITED 
on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 

PROHIBITED 
on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 
arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 

PROHIBITED arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 
palm. My awestricken gawk has fi nally subsided into 

PROHIBITED palm. My awestricken gawk has fi nally subsided into 

ALL RIGHTS 

attack this lame ass town.”RIGHTS 

attack this lame ass town.”
My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 

RIGHTS 

My head slowly nods, but I can’t fi ght the perplexed 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 

RIGHTS 
look on my brow. Dee fi nally relinquishes her tight hold 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-

RIGHTS 
on the center of my sweatshirt. I watch with height-
ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 

RIGHTS ened intrigue as she pulls up her navy-blue graduation 
gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.

RIGHTS gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.RESERVED

gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.RESERVED

gown to reach into the pocket of her jeans.
“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was RESERVED

“A mutual friend wanted me to give you this. I was 
told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”

RESERVED

told that you’re another seeker of the truth.”
Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

RESERVED

Dee reaches out her fi st with a stern scowl painted 

RESERVED

on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 

RESERVED

on her perfectly round face. I reluctantly reach out my 
arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 

RESERVED
arm and let her slap a small piece of paper into my 
palm. My awestricken gawk has fi nally subsided into 

RESERVED
palm. My awestricken gawk has fi nally subsided into 
a thick grimace. I unfurl the piece of paper to see a 

RESERVEDa thick grimace. I unfurl the piece of paper to see a 

RESERVED
pair of handwritten numbers separated by a tiny dash. 

RESERVED
pair of handwritten numbers separated by a tiny dash. 



b r a d y  m o o r e 13

numbers mean nothing to me. A deep groan billows 
from my chest as my eyes fl ow back to Dee’s fervent 
glower.

“This mutual friend,” I mutter, “What was their 
name?”

The time it takes for Dee to respond seems like an 
eternity. I watch her take another careful glance around 
the corner before she leans in closer.

“She didn’t give me her name, but she said you’d 
know her.”

Instantly, a chill shoots through my every pore. 
Could it have been Nastacia Arkright, the Psyriin 
General who I thought had been killed in my escape 
from the Charon? Was this all a Psyriin trap?

I fi nally look away from Dee and begin furiously 
scanning every inch of scenery like soldiers are about to 
storm the campus. I’m such an idiot for coming here. I 
should’ve at least asked Aries to accompany me. Now, 
I feel trapped like a rat.

“It was a black woman. Light brown eyes. Long hair 
that looked like weave at fi rst, but then I could defi -
nitely tell that it was all natural,” Dee quickly adds 
as her playful demeanor begins to abruptly resurface. 
“Honestly, when she fi rst approached me, I was like, 
‘Damn lady’! Can I be like you when I grow up? Like, 
what’s your skin routine?”
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“How long ago did she give you this?” I swiftly inter-
rupt, my mind now envisioning my mother and a sense 
of invigoration coursing through my veins.

“About two months ago. She told me you’d come to 
see me eventually.”

I quickly brush by her until the parking lot is in 
full view. The street lights have begun to illuminate 
the growing navy sky. Most of the people are already 
pulling away in their cars, but I begin skimming the 
remaining stragglers like I’m playing a game of Where’s 
Waldo. I keep hoping to see my mother, standing at the 
edge of the lot and staring back at me with an inviting 
grin. But she isn’t here and once the realization rushes 
over me, I turn back to Dee.

“Listen. I have to go, but if you want to talk more 
about the night sky,” she says with a sly wink, “here’s 
my cellphone number.”

She takes out a pen and scribbles her number on the 
back of the paper while it still rests in my palm. As 
she writes and I breathe in the soothing scent of her 
braided poofs, a light smirk spreads between my lips. 
From the moment my mother had told me we were 
moving from this small town, I’d regretted not asking 
Dee for her number. Now, it almost seems as if fate 
wants me to keep in touch with Dee Young.

When she’s done writing, and the pen has been 
tucked back beneath her graduation gown, we share 
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a warm smile. I know that she still has no memory of 
all of the days we sat across from each other in the caf-
eteria, but in this moment, I can almost sense her mind 
attempting to remember. Those large pupils fl utter with 
familiarity and it makes me wonder if one day the kiss 
she planted on my lips will be recovered.

“Good talk, Rion Grean,” she winks before she 
turns and scampers toward her parents’ car. She gives 
me one last look before entering the vehicle. For a 
moment, the entire world becomes vacant and I start 
to feel butterfl ies squirming through my stomach like 
I’ve eaten something spoiled.

My smile remains and I don’t avert my gaze until the 
car has disappeared beyond the trees. Virtually every-
one has departed from the campus and the remaining 
few are preparing to leave. I fi nally look down at the 
paper in my grasp and study the numbers, hoping des-
perately to decipher whatever clue my mother might 
be trying to tell me.

After several minutes, I shake my head and sigh. It’s 
no use. These numbers hold no more signifi cance than 
they did when I fi rst looked at them. There’s nothing 
left for me to do but return to the safe house and face 
Leo’s wrath.

But as I look back to the empty lot, something 
invades my view. My eyes widen and a nervous pang 
hammers my extremities like the world’s most vicious 
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hiccup. There’s a man staring directly at me from across 
the parking lot. His auburn hair is tightly shaved to 
his scalp and even from afar, I can make out his beady 
black pupils. His hands are tucked into the pockets of 
a black leather jacket. I turn and study the brick wall 
behind me as if something else might have this strang-
er’s attention. But as my eyes return forward, the man 
begins fervently striding straight toward me and I fully 
realize that I am his target.
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