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one
2016

The Grand Hawaiian Hotel and Resort in Wailea, Maui, 
was as spectacular as advertised, a place that Cassidy Roark, 
at this point in her life, could only dream of staying at, if it 
hadn’t been for the huge conference discount. The views from 
her luxurious room were breathtaking, the pool and restau-
rants were exquisite and white sand beaches abutted a warm 
blue ocean. One of her favorite features was a lounge that had 
one wall open to the sea, that had light breezes and the aroma 
of unnamed fl owers.

The three-day conference had fi nally wrapped up, all that 
was left of the program was the closing banquet for The Inte-
rior Designers of America Association. Tomorrow she would 
be going home, back to the reality of being a struggling inte-
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rior designer. She had recently opened her own business and 
although things were gradually picking up, she certainly wasn’t 
at a point where she could afford things like vacations, let alone 
vacations in Hawaii.

Cassidy had managed to splurge on a beautiful Halston, little 
black dress. for the banquet and it fit her like a glove, hugging 
her curves, accentuating her figure in all the right places. She 
gave herself a final onceover in the bathroom mirror. Her black 
hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 
covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 
smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 
ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 
and headed for the first floor.

Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 
of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc-
tion of his next luxury resort, in Hawaii or in Marbella, Spain. 
His decision hinged precisely on location, and so far, he really 
liked one piece of land he’d seen in Maui, as it had great views 
and was on the side of the island that he preferred. The only 
problem he saw was a need for better roads to reach the prop-
erty. Road construction would add millions to a final cost, even 

PREVIEW 

her curves, accentuating her figure in all the right places. She PREVIEW 

her curves, accentuating her figure in all the right places. She 
gave herself a final onceover in the bathroom mirror. Her black 

PREVIEW 

gave herself a final onceover in the bathroom mirror. Her black 
hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 

PREVIEW 

hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 
covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 

PREVIEW 

covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 

PREVIEW 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 
smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.

PREVIEW 
smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 

PREVIEW 
She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 

PREVIEW ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 

PREVIEW doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said ONLY 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the ONLY 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said ONLY 

doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 

ONLY 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

ONLY 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

RESELL 

black dress. for the banquet and it fit her like a glove, hugging RESELL 

black dress. for the banquet and it fit her like a glove, hugging 
her curves, accentuating her figure in all the right places. She RESELL 

her curves, accentuating her figure in all the right places. She 
gave herself a final onceover in the bathroom mirror. Her black 
RESELL 

gave herself a final onceover in the bathroom mirror. Her black 
hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 

RESELL 

hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 
covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 

RESELL 
covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 

RESELL 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 
smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.

RESELL smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.
She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 

RESELL She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite PROHIBITED 

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite PROHIBITED 

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 
ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the PROHIBITED 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 

PROHIBITED 

doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 

PROHIBITED 

out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

PROHIBITED 

lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

PROHIBITED Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 

PROHIBITED Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 
of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc

PROHIBITED of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc-

PROHIBITED -

DOWNLOAD 

hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 

DOWNLOAD 

hair hung in voluminous curls down to the middle of her back, 
covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 

DOWNLOAD 

covering most of the backless portion of the fabulous dress. She’d 
applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 

DOWNLOAD 

applied her makeup to give her almost ice blue eyes the popular 
smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.

DOWNLOAD 

smoky effect, and her alabaster skin was radiant.
She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 

DOWNLOAD 
She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 

DOWNLOAD 
ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 

DOWNLOAD 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 

DOWNLOAD out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

DOWNLOAD lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room PROHIBITED 

lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room PROHIBITED 

lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 
and headed for the first floor.

PROHIBITED 

and headed for the first floor.
PROHIBITED 

PROHIBITED 

Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 

PROHIBITED 

Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 
of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc

PROHIBITED 

of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc
tion of his next luxury resort, in Hawaii or in Marbella, Spain. 

PROHIBITED 
tion of his next luxury resort, in Hawaii or in Marbella, Spain. 
His decision hinged precisely on location, and so far, he really 

PROHIBITED 
His decision hinged precisely on location, and so far, he really 
liked one piece of land he’d seen in Maui, as it had great views 

PROHIBITED liked one piece of land he’d seen in Maui, as it had great views 
and was on the side of the island that he preferred. The only 

PROHIBITED and was on the side of the island that he preferred. The only 

ALL RIGHTS 

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite RIGHTS 

She was ready for the banquet, but the banquet wasn’t quite 
ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 

RIGHTS 

ready for her, she still had at least forty-five minutes before the 
doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 

RIGHTS 

doors opened. “There’s always the Grand Lounge,” she said 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 

RIGHTS 
out loud, thinking about enjoying a cocktail in the open-air 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 

RIGHTS 
lanai until dinnertime. Grabbing her bag, she left her room 
and headed for the first floor.

RIGHTS and headed for the first floor.

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 

RESERVED

Gray Griffin had spent the day viewing property on the island 
of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc

RESERVED

of Maui. He was deciding on the best location for the construc
tion of his next luxury resort, in Hawaii or in Marbella, Spain. 

RESERVED
tion of his next luxury resort, in Hawaii or in Marbella, Spain. 
His decision hinged precisely on location, and so far, he really 

RESERVED
His decision hinged precisely on location, and so far, he really 
liked one piece of land he’d seen in Maui, as it had great views 

RESERVEDliked one piece of land he’d seen in Maui, as it had great views 
and was on the side of the island that he preferred. The only 

RESERVEDand was on the side of the island that he preferred. The only 
problem he saw was a need for better roads to reach the prop

RESERVED
problem he saw was a need for better roads to reach the prop



e h i

7

without figuring in the additional time, always an expensive 
factor. If the land in Marbella had an adequate road system 
already in place, his decision would be greatly simplified.

After spending all day in an open-top Jeep with his project 
and construction managers, Gray went back to his penthouse 
suite at the hotel. He’d been planning to stay in tonight and 
order dinner from room service, as he was leaving early in the 
morning for Spain, but after showering and putting on clean 
clothes, he changed his mind. He loved Hawaii, its people and 
especially the state’s easygoing atmosphere, something he so 
rarely got to enjoy these days. The almost frenetic pace he’d 
set himself, building new resorts during the past few years, 
had spared very little time for a social life. He’d thought about 
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always came along. And then any idea of actually developing a 
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“I’d like a nice chardonnay,” he told the bartender, as he 
scanned the room. The place was packed, and it took only a 
minute to see that there wasn’t an available table. Since he didn’t 
feel like hanging at the bar, he asked the bartender, “Are there 
open tables on the lanai?”

“I’m sorry, sir,” the bartender said as he set a glass of white 
wine down in front of Gray. “We’re so busy tonight that I’ve 
barely had time to wash glasses, let alone go outside and check 
the tables.”

Gray lay some money on the bar. “That’s okay, I’ll check 
myself. So, what’s going on anyway?”

“A conference,” the man said. “Their closing banquet is 
tonight so everything should quieten down in another hour or 
so. They’ll all be gone tomorrow.”

Gray thanked the man and went outside where he immedi-
ately inhaled a huge breath of that incredible Hawaiian early 
evening air. It’s so peaceful, he thought as his gaze swept the 
area, taking in the packed tables with beautiful people so clearly 
enjoying themselves and the stunningly beautiful flowering 
plants, the décor that was so distinctly Hawaiian. He drank it 
all in, while he searched for a place to sit, hoping he wouldn’t 
have to go immediately to the restaurant. He’d really wanted 
to just sit and relax for a bit before dinner.

Then he saw it. There was one chair available and it was at 
the table of a gorgeous dark-haired woman. He stared at her as 
though benumbed. Then, to his delight, she lifted a hand and 
motioned him over. He moved like a robot, one foot ahead of 
the other, his eyes focused completely on the most beautiful 
woman he’d ever seen.
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“You’re welcome to sit here, if you’d like,” she said when he 
reached her table. “I’ll be leaving in a little while, and you’ll 
have the table all to yourself.”

Cassidy had gotten the last table available on the open patio of 
the Grand Lounge. It seemed everyone else attending her con-
ference had the same idea about killing a little time, in a beau-
tiful setting, before the banquet. She had ordered a light rum 
punch and was slowly sipping it when she saw an extremely 
handsome man appear on the lanai. He stood there, at the 
entrance, for a few moments looking around. At first, she thought 
he was looking for someone. And why wouldn’t he be? Someone 
that good looking certainly wouldn’t be in Hawaii alone. He 
had to be at least six foot three or four with dark sandy-blondee 
hair, a lean, muscular build, a square jaw with even facial fea-
tures and light eyes, though from that distance, she couldn’t 
quite make out their color. His clothes were obviously expen-
sive and looked as if they were made specifically for him.

When his eyes landed on her empty chair, she realized that 
he’d been looking for a place to sit. Perhaps his wife or girl-
friend would be joining him later? Maybe he was waiting for 
her to get ready for dinner? She could let him wait for an open 
table. After all, she and most of the others out there would be 
leaving in another twenty minutes or so, or she could be nice 
and offer him the empty chair across from her, thereby guaran-
teeing him a table. For her, the choice was simple. She invited 
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him over. He smiled at her, a lovely, warm smile, she decided, 
as he pulled out the chair and sat down.

“Thank you,” he said, “I didn’t realize this place would be 
so busy tonight.”

“It’s the conference the hotel is hosting,” she told him.
He nodded. “That’s what the bartender said.”
“The closing banquet is tonight and starts in about twenty 

minutes. Then we’ll all be gone tomorrow,” she offered with a 
smile.

“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 
last night in paradise,” he mused.

“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 
and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 
case and take it home with me.”

He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 
up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”

Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 
unison.

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 
back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 
from the lobby.

Cassidy got a silly grin on her face and a mischievous glint 
in her eye. “Maybe we should be the Jensens,” she said.

Gray was surprised by her comment. “I beg your pardon?”
“What if the Jensens are doing something really fun? What 

if they’ve got reservations on a dinner cruise and their limo is 
here, or maybe they’re getting a couple’s massage and their 

PREVIEW 

“The closing banquet is tonight and starts in about twenty PREVIEW 

“The closing banquet is tonight and starts in about twenty 
minutes. Then we’ll all be gone tomorrow,” she offered with a 

PREVIEW 

minutes. Then we’ll all be gone tomorrow,” she offered with a 

“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 

PREVIEW 

“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 
last night in paradise,” he mused.

PREVIEW 
last night in paradise,” he mused.

“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 

PREVIEW 
“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 

and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 

PREVIEW 
and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 

PREVIEW wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a ONLY 

wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a ONLY 

wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 

“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

ONLY 
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 

ONLY loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 

RESELL 

“The closing banquet is tonight and starts in about twenty RESELL 

“The closing banquet is tonight and starts in about twenty 
minutes. Then we’ll all be gone tomorrow,” she offered with a 
RESELL 

minutes. Then we’ll all be gone tomorrow,” she offered with a 

“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 

RESELL 
“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 

last night in paradise,” he mused.

RESELL 
last night in paradise,” he mused.

“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 

RESELL “It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 
and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 

RESELL and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I PROHIBITED 

and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I PROHIBITED 

and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a PROHIBITED 

wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 
case and take it home with me.”

PROHIBITED 

case and take it home with me.”
He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”

PROHIBITED 

He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

PROHIBITED 

“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 
loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 

PROHIBITED 

loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 
up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”

PROHIBITED 

up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”
Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 

PROHIBITED 
Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 

PROHIBITED “Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 
back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

PROHIBITED back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

DOWNLOAD 

smile.

DOWNLOAD 

smile.
“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 

DOWNLOAD 

“He told me that too, but then, I leave tomorrow also. One 
last night in paradise,” he mused.

DOWNLOAD 

last night in paradise,” he mused.
“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 

DOWNLOAD 

“It certainly is lovely here,” she said, taking in a deep breath 
and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 

DOWNLOAD 
and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 

DOWNLOAD 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 
case and take it home with me.”

DOWNLOAD 
case and take it home with me.”

He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”

DOWNLOAD He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

DOWNLOAD “Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said PROHIBITED 

“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said PROHIBITED 

“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 
loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 

PROHIBITED 

loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 
up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”

PROHIBITED 

up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”
Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 

PROHIBITED 

Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 

PROHIBITED 

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 
back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

PROHIBITED 

back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

PROHIBITED 
Cassidy got a silly grin on her face and a mischievous glint 

PROHIBITED 
Cassidy got a silly grin on her face and a mischievous glint 

in her eye. “Maybe we should be the Jensens,” she said.

PROHIBITED in her eye. “Maybe we should be the Jensens,” she said.
Gray was surprised by her comment. “I beg your pardon?”

PROHIBITED Gray was surprised by her comment. “I beg your pardon?”

ALL RIGHTS 

and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I RIGHTS 

and savoring the mixed aromas of sand, surf, and flowers. “I 
wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 

RIGHTS 

wish someone would find a way to bottle the air here. I’d buy a 
case and take it home with me.”

RIGHTS 

case and take it home with me.”
He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”

RIGHTS 
He smiled. “I think I’d buy two.”
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

RIGHTS 
“Jensen, party of two,” a young man in a white uniform said 

loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 

RIGHTS loudly, as he came out onto the patio. “Jensen?” He then came 
up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”

RIGHTS up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”RESERVED

up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”RESERVED

up to Cassidy and Gray. “Mr. and Mrs. Jensen?”
Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in RESERVED

Gray and Cassidy looked at each other and said, “No” in 

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 

RESERVED

“Pardon the intrusion,” the young man said, before heading 
back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

RESERVED

back inside. “Jensen,” they heard again, but now it was coming 

RESERVED
Cassidy got a silly grin on her face and a mischievous glint 

RESERVED
Cassidy got a silly grin on her face and a mischievous glint 

in her eye. “Maybe we should be the Jensens,” she said.

RESERVEDin her eye. “Maybe we should be the Jensens,” she said.
Gray was surprised by her comment. “I beg your pardon?”

RESERVEDGray was surprised by her comment. “I beg your pardon?”
“What if the Jensens are doing something really fun? What 

RESERVED
“What if the Jensens are doing something really fun? What 



e h i

11

masseuse is ready?” Cassidy always enjoyed being playful. Of 
course, she was usually with people she knew so she hoped this 
stranger wasn’t offended.

Gray couldn’t help but notice the sparkle in her lovely blue 
eyes, as she spoke of taking these people’s places. Not only was 
she a drop-dead beauty, but she also had a sense of humor. At 
that moment, he was enchanted. “They could be going on a 
moonlight helicopter ride,” he offered, playing along.

“Right, we could be missing out on something really great.”
“With my luck, the real Jensens would walk in just as I got 

my clothes off,” Gray said. “That could be embarrassing.”
A picture began forming in Cassidy’s mind of this incredi-

ble looking man lying on a massage table with nothing on but 
a small towel covering his backside. Her breath stopped in her 
throat over the sensual thought. She quickly picked up her drink 
and took a sip, hoping he hadn’t caught on.

“Are you okay?” he asked, noticing that she’d seemed to be 
choking on something.

Her cheeks colored a bit, but since it was just starting to get 
dark, she hoped that he couldn’t see the change. “I’m fine,” she 
said. To change the subject, she asked, “Do you get to Hawaii 
often?”

“Not nearly as much as I’d like,” he told her, looking into her 
beautiful blue eyes and lovely face again, thoroughly enjoying 
the view. “I never get tired of it. And maybe that’s because I 
don’t get here very often.”

“Ah, a vicious circle,” she commented, noticing now that he 
had gorgeous green eyes. A true, very dark green color, quite 
unusual in her opinion, and extremely attractive.
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“Of my own making, I’m afraid,” he said. “How about you? 
How many times have you been here?”

“This is actually my first time,” she said with sigh. “And, 
unfortunately, I didn’t get to do much outside of the conference, 
so I guess I’ll just have to plan another trip back some day.”

“I highly recommend that you do.”
“It’s so romantic here,” she said almost to herself as she 

scanned the horizon of the ocean. “It would be great to be 
here with someone special.”

“I suppose it would be,” he said, thinking for the first time 
that he too wished he had someone special to share this with. 
“Next time you come you should bring your … husband or 
boyfriend.”

“If there’s any such person, I’ll do exactly that,” she said, 
with a laugh.

“I find it hard to believe that someone so … well … beau-
tiful as you are, doesn’t have a man in her life,” he said as he 
watched her full, pink lips curl into a smile showing just a hint 
of very white teeth. “In fact, I bet you have several men vying 
for your attention.”

“And that would be a bet you would lose. I’m so very tired 
of the dating scene. It’s really rough out there. It seems like 
anyone I meet these days wants something from me and it isn’t 
my money!” Oh, Lord, she thought, way too much informa-
tion! Why was she always spilling her guts like this? Maybe she 
should head for the banquet hall a little early or even go back 
to her room to wait. Anything but sit here with Mr. Gorgeous 
looking at her like she’d just—

“I know exactly what you mean,” he said.
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“What?” she asked, surprised.
“When you said you felt like anyone you meet wants some-

thing from you,” he began. “I can relate to that, I tell you. I 
would love to spend an evening with someone with no precon-
ceived notions or expectations. Does that make sense?”

“More than you know,” she said. “I don’t believe that person 
exists though. I mean, and this might be a slight exaggeration, 
but only a slight one. It’s like the men I’ve been meeting lately 
want me to commit to going to bed with them before they’ll 
commit to buying me dinner!”

Gray laughed at her description; he couldn’t help it. “I’m not 
laughing at you, I’m laughing—”

“With me?”
“I’m laughing because I get just the opposite,” he said. “No 

commitment, no anything! I can’t even get a phone number 
without a marriage proposal.”

Cassidy laughed then, too, a genuine almost belly laugh. “Are 
we a sorry pair or what?” she asked. “Two wonderful people 
like us with, shall we say, commitment issues?”

Gray couldn’t believe how easy it was to talk to such a stun-
ningly attractive woman, and he found himself wishing this was 
just the beginning of their time in Hawaii instead of it being the 
end. He would really like to know her better. But did she feel 
the same about him? There was only one way to find out, he 
thought, as a plan began to form in his mind, a rather outland-
ish plan and one that she would probably say no to.

“I’ve got an idea,” he said. And now he had a glint in his eyes.
“What’s that?”
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“I’m alone tonight and I take it you are, too?” he said ten-
tatively. “How about if you and I spend our last night in para-
dise together. And the one guarantee that I make is that I have 
absolutely no expectations. I don’t expect anything from you. 
We just spend a pleasant evening together doing whatever we 
feel like doing … dinner, dancing or just sitting here talking. 
The only stipulation is that we both have to agree on whatever 
it is we decide to do. What do you say?”

Cassidy thought it over for a moment. On the one hand she 
had a banquet she should go to, as she had already paid for her 
ticket, not to mention the price she’d paid for the dress she was 
wearing. On the other hand, here was maybe the most hand-
some man she’d ever met asking her to spend the evening with 
him. “I don’t even know your name,” she said finally.

He nodded his understanding but telling her his real name 
could ruin everything. So far, she didn’t seem to know who he 
was, and he would like to keep it that way at least for tonight. 
Then another idea popped into his head. “How about, we do 
like you said, and become the Jensens?”

“Meaning?” she asked, puzzled by his remark.
“We’re both leaving tomorrow, going our separate ways,” he 

began. “We’ll probably never see each other again. If we know 
each other’s real full names, there may be some temptation to 
look each other up and that could complicate our lives in ways 
that neither of us want. I’ll give you my first name and you give 
me yours, and we’ll use Jensen as our last.”

She studied him for a few seconds. He seemed like a genuine, 
nice, clean cut, extremely handsome guy, and as she’d already 
noticed before, his clothes were not ‘off the rack’. Somewhere 
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